
raiseBackground

Today, it is easier for Wisconsin small
business owners to have their concerns
voiced regarding rule-making and receiving
regulatory assistance from state agencies.
Wisconsin Act 145 established the Small
Business Regulatory Review Board.  The
Board consists of six representatives of small
business, eight state agency representatives
and one representative from the State Senate
and Assembly.

The Board has been given the statutory
authority to see that rules that are being pro-
posed by state agencies comply with the
Regulatory Flexibility Act.  Under the new law,
state agencies are required to submit 
proposed rules to the board if the rule has a
significant economic impact on a substantial
number of small businesses.  The Board may
also review existing rules and can prepare a
report to the Joint Committee on
Administrative Rules if the rules are found to
be unnecessarily burdensome to small 
business.

For purposes of the Act, a “small
business” means a business entity, including
its affiliates, which is independently owned
and operated, and which employs 25 or fewer
full-time employees or which has gross annual
sales of less than $5,000,000.
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Small Business Regulatory Review  Board: 

Small Business Regulatory Coordinators:

Hal Bergan - Dept. of Workforce Development (DWD)
James Bohren - Beltone Hearing Aid Service
Senator Ron Brown -  31st Senate District
Pat Cooper - Dept. of Health & Family Services (DHFS)
Laura Engan - Dept. of Revenue (DOR)
Patrick Farley - Dept. of Administration (DOA)
Dennis Fay - Dept. of Agriculture, Trade & Consumer    

Protection (DATCP)
Representative Mark Honadel - 21st Assembly District
Larry Martin - Dept. of Regulation & Licensing (DRL)
Randy Meffert - Meffert Oil Co.
Rick Petershack, Board Chairman - Civility Press, Ltd.
Minoo Seifoddino - Custom Service Plastics
Al Shea - Dept. of Natural Resources (DNR)
David Storey - Dept. of Commerce (COMM)
Karen Vernal - Vernal Management Consultants
Bernard Ziegeweid -Thrivent Financial for Lutherans

Kathryn Carlson - DFI
Kathryn.Carlson@dfi.state.wi.us.

Carol Dunn - COMM 
Cdunn@commerce.state.wi.us

Rosie Greer - DHFS 
Greerrj@dhfs.state.wi.us

Jenny Jirschele - DWD      
Jennifer.Jirschele@DWD.state.wi.us

Larry Martin - DRL
Larry.Martin@drl.state.wi.us

Pat LaShore - DOR
Plashore@dor.state.wi.us

Eileen Mallow - OCI 
eileen.mallow@oci.state.wi.us

Mark McDermid - DNR 
SmallBusinessReg.Coordinator@dnr.state.wi.us

Keeley Moll - DATCP
Keeley.moll@datcp.state.wi.us

Michele Carter-Rutledge - DOT
michele.carter@dot.state.wi.us

Dick Wagner - DOA
Dick.wagner@doa.state.wi.us



The Small Business Regulatory
Review Board reviews Wisconsin
Administrative Rules to ensure
compliance with the Regulatory
Flexibility Act.  The Board works

with agencies to see that they
consider each of the following

methods for reducing the impact of
the rule on small business:

In March 2004, Governor Doyle
signed Act 145 into law,  creating a

series of regulatory reforms
designed to help our state’s small

businesses.  In addition to 
creating the Small Business

Regulatory Review Board, Act 145
created the following:

Contact the SBRRB

Write
Small Business Regulatory

Review Board
Attn:  Small Business Ombudsman

Department of Commerce
P.O. Box 7907

Madison, WI 53707-7907

Phone
608-267-0297

E-mail
Ombudsman@commerce.state.wi.us

Web Site
http://commerce.wi.gov/BD/BD-

SBRRB.html

Regulatory Reform For More Information Principal Priorities
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Small Business Regulatory Coordinators
within each regulatory agency who act as a
single point of contact on regulatory issues.

Requirement that agencies provide a dis-
closure of when they will not allow discre-
tion in the enforcement of a rule or guide-
line against small business.

Requirement that agencies ensure the
accuracy, integrity, objectivity and consis-
tency of the data that is used when prepar-
ing a proposed rule.

Centralized internet site that includes a
copy of each proposed rule, the electronic
mail address of an agency contact and
allows small business the opportunity to
provide comment on the rule electronically.

Injunctive relief to a small business.
Prevents the imposition of a penalty when
the penalty results from receiving inaccu-
rate advice or failure to receive a response
to a specific question in a reasonable
amount of time from an agency.  

Establishment of less stringent compliance
or reporting requirements.

Establishment of less stringent schedules
or deadlines for compliance or reporting
requirements.

Consolidation or simplification of 
compliance or reporting requirements.

Establishment of performance standards to
replace design or operational standards in
the rule.

Exempt small business from any or all
requirements of the rule.
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